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For almost 40 years, Rigolo Swiss Nouveau Cirque creates a unique fusion of dance theatre, 

acrobatics, art objects, music and brilliant décor. With its new show Wings In My Heart, 

audiences are spirited away into a fascinating cosmos that follows its own rules, in which the 

archetypes are evoked in compelling and mysterious ways. 

 

This information pack contains 

1. Synopsis of the show 

2. Images and videos 

3. Show credits 

4. Biography of the Cast 

5. Artistic process 

6. Biography of the Directors 

7. History 

8. Nouveau Cirque 

9. Press and reviews 

10. Technical specifications 

11. Contact information  
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1. SYNOPSIS OF THE SHOW 

With Wings In My Heart, Rigolo Swiss Nouveau Cirque lures you into its own cosmos of poetry 

and wisdom. Everything revolves around the young JLIN;AIHCMNɇM search for her own destiny. 

Through thirteen scenes, Wings In My Heart inspires you to discover the wings in your own heart, 

to spread them, and to fly. 

 

The international cast of stage performers will amaze the audience with a unique blend of 

breathtaking aerial acts, world class tap and hip hop dance, and sensual, enchanting theatre. 

 

The show culminates in 2CAIFIɇM awe-inspiring Balance Performance with a feather and thirteen 

palm frond ribs  ɆȿIH? of the most remarkable presentations on stages and in arenas the world 

oveLȻɇ  (Neue Zürcher Zeitung). 

 

   

http://www.rigolo.ch/balance/?lang=en%22%20%5Co%20%22MORE%20ON%20THE%20STUNNING%20SANDDORN-BALANCE
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2. IMAGES AND VIDEOS 

For further images please visit our website: 

www.rigolo.ch/wings/pictures/ 
 

You can watch the trailer on our website: 

www.rigolo.ch 
 

Further videos can be found: 

Trailer 30 sec: www.youtube.com/watch?v=zm4DBdCeB4Y 

Trailer 2:20 min: www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcyNZRtgDCc 

Live Teaser 3:57 min: www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1PSJNbSwtg 

Making Of 3:24 min: www.youtube.com/watch?v=2YwS2-VukaA 

 

ɆBreathtaking, graceful, spectacular, phenomenal, masterful, mystical, harmonious and 
touching ɒ food for the soulɇ ɒ Schweizer Hausapotheke 
 

   

http://www.rigolo.ch/wings/pictures/
http://www.rigolo.ch/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zm4DBdCeB4Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcyNZRtgDCc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1PSJNbSwtg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2YwS2-VukaA
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3. CREDITS 

Directors  Maedir Rigolo 
 Lena Roth 

Choreography Asun Noales 

 Kike Guerrero  
Musical Director 
& Composer Rüdiger Oppermann 

Ensemble Cast Marula Eugster Rigolo 
 Kemal Dempster 

 Daniel Borak 

 Jenny Ritchie 

 Karyna Konchakivska 
 Suren Bozyan 
 Julius Opperman 
 Melodía García 

Artistic Director Julie Richardson 

Lighting Designer Tobias Moosmann 

Lighting Operator Philip Dickmann 

Technical Manager Massimo Nardiello 

Stage Crew Rowan Wade / Kay Schmid 

Costumes Christa Roth 

 Sandra Freuler 
 Kathrin Peters 

Stage Design Maedir Rigolo 

 Thomas Freydl 
 Technorama Winterthur 

Multimedia Renato Müller / Robi Voigt 

Video, Film, Doco Swissfilm Team  

Art Director Igor von Moos 

Photo Credits Germán Antón 
 Ingolf Höhn 

Fine Arts Janusz Gilewicz 

Management Nuria Eugster / Sandra Glattfelder 

Consultant Thomas Imboden 

Bookings Julie Richardson / Nuria Eugster 

https://www.facebook.com/janusz.gilewicz.3
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4. CAST BIOS 
 

Marula Eugster Rigolo ɒ Switzerland 

Dance Theatre & Balance Artist 
Marula has trained in dance since childhood, and recently graduated from the Zurich Dance Theatre 

School (ZTTS). The youngest of the three daughters of Maedir Rigolo and Lena Roth, her role in Ɉ7CHAMɉ is 

symbolic: She takes centre stage as the last of the new generation of Rigolos. In the family tradition, she 

performs the art of the Ɇ3;H>>ILH ";F;H=?ɇȼ adding her personal tender flair to this world famous act. 

 

Kemal Dempster ɒ UK 

Hip Hop and Tap Dancer, world champion, ex-Cirque du Soleil 
Kemal is one of the U+ɇM most versatile dancers and performing artists. He discovered his enthusiasm for 

dance at a young age and since then has developed his talent for rhythmical movement art. He is well 

versed in many different styles, excelling in Hip Hop, for which he and his dance group Ɉ0F;AO?ɉ won the 

2011 Hip Hop International World Dance Championships in Las Vegas. 

 

Daniel Borak ɒ Switzerland 
Tap Dancer - World Champion 
Tap dancing is $;HC?FɇM greatest passion and he has dedicated his life to it. His easy and natural way of 

presenting the most difficult steps instantly charms audiences and draws them into his spell. He has won 

eleven gold medals at the Tap Dancing World Championships. Dani also teaches and choreographs, 

running a tap dancing school in Winterthur. We are very excited to have such an accomplished performer 

completing the Wings cast. 

Jenny Ritchie ɒ New Zealand 

Aerialist & Dancer, ex-Cavalia 
A child gymnast, Jenny discovered her passion for circus in her early twenties and obtained a diploma in 

circus arts. After creating her own circus company in New Zealand, Jenny flew to Montreal to become 

part of bigger international projects. Since then she has worked for Robert ,?J;A?ɇM interpretation of Ɇ$;M 

2B?CHAIF>ɇ for the Metropolitan Opera of New York and toured the world as an aerialist in #;P;FC;ɇM 

Ɇ/>SMMŅIɇȻ Once you see her descend from the sky on the wings of the Big Bird, you understand why this 
beautiful, graceful and talented aerialist is the perfect fit for Wings. 

Karyna Konchakivska - Ukraine 

Suren Bozyan ɒ Russia  

Aerialists, Acrobats & Dancers, ex-Cirque du Soleil 
Suren and Karyna are internationally distinguished aerial artists, renowned for 

their extraordinary expression of complex tricks and choreography. Their 

graceful, powerful and seemingly effortless performances of ariel tango, straps 

and high wire have delighted audiences the world over. They achieved a high 

level of acclaim with their aerial straps act in Amaluna by Cirque du Soleil. Recently, their act Relationshipsɒcreated by Wings 

director Maedir Rigoloɒwon two prizes at the Festival Mondial du Cirque de Demain: The Trophée du Cirque du Soleil for 

performance & innovative artistic vision, and the Prix Spéciaux ux. 
 

Julius Oppermann ɒ Germany 
Percussion & Sound 
The son of a famous musical family from Germany, Julius has become a well know percussionist and 

musician in his own right. His extraordinary talent and training has led him to tour Germany, France and 

the United States in both his own bands and others. His musical roots are found in a variety of genres 

such as jazz, classical and world music, and he excels in salsa and samba. His personal style and flair 

lends a distinctly unique musicality to Wings, and his dance-percussion dialogues with Daniel & Kemal 

keep fascinating the audiences.  
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5. ARTISTIC PROCESS 

Rigolo founders Lena Roth and Maedir Rigolo consider their new stage project Wings In My Heart to be 

their final coup. Their worldwide success with the Sanddorn Balance brought much acclaim and 

enormous encouragement for them to continue developing unique objects and installations. The interest 

of renowned artists from across the globe in collaborating in such a venture has given them wings to 

create this new show. 

 

Their main impetus to create Wings In My Heart however, was the generational transfer. Marula, their 

youngest daughter, recently concluded her professional dance education and wanted to take the stage to 

spread her wings and take off! Her father trained her intensively for two years in the art of the Balance 

performance. Now accomplished in its execution, Marula is centre-stage in the show. 

 

Maedir and Lena then turned to Rüdiger Oppermann, the German master of the harp, world music 

pioneer and creator of Klangwelten. He composed the soundtrack: crystal clear riffs, touching melodies 

and captivating soundscapes, perfectly tailored to the scenes and performers. He is no stranger to Rigolo; 

Wings In My Heart is his fifth collaboration. His CDs from previous shows completely sold out and are no 

longer available. Due to the continuous demand, he has published a sampler with a selection of dance 

theatre and Nouveau Cirque sound tracks. 

 

True luck struck Rigolo with the addition of Asun Noales, first-time choreographer with the company. She 

directs her own dance theatre company OtraDanza in Alicante, Spain, and teaches at the State Academy 

of Dance. Her movement language and her deep connection with spiritual themes on stage make her a 

natural ally for Rigolo. Her presence, supported by her assistant Kike Guerrero, has resulted in the highest 

dance performance level for Wings In My Heart. 
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6. DIRECTORS 
 

Maedir Rigolo: Producer, Director, Prop Creator and Dramaturgy 

Co-founder of Rigolo 

With Lena Roth, Maedir has managed Rigolo Swiss Nouveau Cirque since 1978. Actor, 

director and/or set designer (art objects/ props) in 25 Rigolo productions. In his Balance 

Trilogy, he realized his vision of creating high quality dance theatre that does justice to his 

talent for the visual arts. He has received worldwide acclaim as the creator and performer of 

the Sanddorn Balance act. 

Lena Roth: Inspiration, Dramaturgy and Costumes 

Co-founder of Rigolo 

With Maedir Rigolo, she has managed Rigolo Swiss Nouveau Cirque since 1978. Actress, 

choreographer, director and/or costume designer in 22 Rigolo productions. Teacher of 

ritualistic dance since 1999. She integrates her great spiritual nature into the creations and 

focuses on the inner depth of the plays. 

 

Asun Noales: Choreographer 

Asun Noales is a choreographer, dancer and director of OtraDanza. Graduate of 

Contemporary Dance at the Institut del Teatre of Barcelona. She has spent many years 

touring, dancing, teaching and choreographing with prestigious companies from Europe 

and the USA, including BCB, Mudances/Angels Margarit, Luna Negra Dance Theater 

Chicago, Take Dance Company NY, Rick Merril & friends, Les Petits endroits du corps, 

Vicente Saez, Centro Coreográfico de la Generalitat Valenciana. She is known for the 

individuality and depth of expression she brings to her work. 

Kike Guerrero: Associate Choreographer 

Kike is a graduate of Contemporary Dance at the Institut del Teatre of Barcelona. He has 

spent many years touring, dancing, teaching and choreographing with European 

companies, including Ballet Contemporani de Barcelona and the Avelina Arguelles, 

Abcdance and IT dance companies. Kike is currently the assistant choreographer for 

OtraDanza under Asun Noales in Spain. 

Rüdiger Oppermann: Composer and Musical Director 

Rüdiger is the creator of the festival Klangwelten and is considered Ɇ'?LG;H Champion of 

the Celtic (;LJɇȻ He is known as one of the most significant and innovative harpists, winning 

several international awards in the art form. A peripatetic musician with a wide and eclectic 

artistic vision, Oppermann has collaborated with musicians from around the world, 

particularly in Africa and Asia. In 49 published recordings and in more than 1500 concerts 

around the globe, he has set the highest standards for virtuosity and the beauty of the harp 

sound and inspired many harpists with the courage to experiment.  

http://www.rigolo.ch/balance/artists/maedir-eugster/?lang=en


Rigolo Swiss Nouveau Cirque ɒ Full Information Pack 2015: Wings 10/15 

  

7. ABOUT RIGOLO SWISS NOUVEAU CIRQUE 

Breathtaking & fragile creations for almost 40 years. 

History 

In 1978, Lena Roth and Maedir Rigolo founded the street theatre group Circus Rigolo. They performed on improvised 

stages and, supported by various musicians and bands, enacted elaborate productions and outdoor spectacles with 

great audience interaction. 

Moving, with much fanfare, from the street theatre Circus Rigolo to stage and ritual performances in their own willow 

palace to finally offering Nouveau Cirque presentations on big stages ï this is, in a nutshell, the development of the 

Swiss ensemble. 

Rigoloôs productions are a living experiment in pursuit of a holistic expression of dance, theatre, music and art, of 

props and installations that come to life on stage, and a statement for inner depth. Its audiences immerse 

themselves in an unfamiliar cosmos that is ruled by its own laws. Colours and scents, food and sounds stimulate all 

senses and evoke the atmosphere for evening-long rituals. Visitors experience not just an entertaining stage show, 

but rediscover and revive their dormant archetypes. 

Decade One: Circus Rigolo - Street and Children's Theatre 

1978  The "?;LɇM Dream, Street Theatre 

1978-79  The Golden Goose, #BCF>L?HɇM Theatre 

1979  Thousand Years of Circus History, Street Theatre 

1980-81  Bremen Town Musicians, Street Theatre 

1981  Grand Rigolo: Birds, Total Outdoor Spectacle 

1982-87  The King of Rags, #BCF>L?HɇM Theatre 

1982-83  The Six Wives of Robinson Crusoe, Street Theatre 

1984-86  Memories in Iron, Dance Theatre 

1984-89  Balcony Stories, Clown Theater 

1985  The Wall, Musical Theater 

1986  Grand Rigolo: Tarot, Outdoor Theatre 

1987-88  Little Witches Love Caramel, #BCF>L?HɇM Theatre 

1988  ȿ!H> They Fly a Tango, Street Theatre 

Decade Two: Rigolo Dance Theatre / Palais Lumière 

1990-92  Moon Rise, Dance Theatre in their own Willow Tent 

1991-01  The Tree of the World, Theater for Children and Adults 

1993  Spirits of the Earth, Cave Theatre 

1994-96  Fire Fish, Touring Dance Production 

1994-95  Spirits of the Earth in the Palais Lumière, Dance Theatre 

1995-97  The Dances of the Queen of Saba, Dance Theatre in Churches 

1997-98  Sanddorn, Dance Theatre in the Palais 

Decade Three: Dance Theatre on Stage 

1999-00  BalanceDance, Dance Theatre with Anzu Furukawa 

2000-07  BalancePerformance, Soloperformances, Object Theatre 

2003-07  Thousand Water, Living Fountain 

2004  Same Sun Same Moon Same Water, Dance Theatre in the Palais & Park 

Decade Four: Nouveau Cirque & Performances 

2008  Beautiful Turns, Nouveau Cirque Touring Production 

2008- Sanddorn Balance, Training of Balance artists & Bookings Worldwide 

2014-  Wings In My Heart, Nouveau Cirque International Touring Production 

2018  New Generation & Anniversary Celebrations 

Ɇȿprobably the most beautiful act in EuropeȿɆ ɒ (FAZ)  
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8. NOUVEAU CIRQUE ɒ A NEW ART FORM 

Rigoloôs trademark, the elaborate combination of dance, acrobatics, theatre, music and visual 

arts, emerges from over 30 years of stage productions. Since the anniversary program Beautiful 

Turns, Rigolo focuses on the dramatic genre of Nouveau Cirque. This art form originated in 

France, where it is as recognized as opera, theatre, dance and music. 

   

Each act has its own dynamism and unfolds as a unique performance. However in Nouveau 

Cirque, the line-up of the different acts is far from arbitrary: The special quality lies in the 

thematic build-up of the performances. In addition, Nouveau Cirque does not simply focus on its 

high acrobatic achievements, but is characterizedïjust like Rigoloôs earlier productionsïby the 

phenomenal synthesis of acrobatics and dance with theatre, music and visual arts. The audience 

witnesses a poetic spectacle that is artistically impressive as well as scenographically gripping 

and thematically consistent. 

 

The individual acts thus create a satisfying, complete dramatic program. Because these 

individual acts also have their own inner dynamism, they can be integrated artistically in other 

circus or variety shows, or even in museum exhibitions. 

 

As the creator of innovative acts and performances with inimitable objects, Rigolo has won a 

reputation as the truly innovative ónew circusô, touching and inspiring artist and audiences alike. 

  


